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short-term objectives are being 
achieved or need to be revised. 

(8) Family goals and objectives re-
lated to the child’s disabilities when 
they are essential to the child’s 
progress. 

(f) When Head Start develops the 
IEP, the team must include: 

(1) The Head Start disabilities coor-
dinator or a representative who is 
qualified to provide or supervise the 
provision of special education services; 

(2) The child’s teacher or home vis-
itor; 

(3) One or both of the child’s parents 
or guardians; and 

(4) At least one of the professional 
members of the multidisciplinary team 
which evaluated the child. 

(g) An LEA representative must be 
invited in writing if Head Start is initi-
ating the request for a meeting. 

(h) The grantee may also invite other 
individuals at the request of the par-
ents and other individuals at the dis-
cretion of the Head Start program, in-
cluding those component staff particu-
larly involved due to the nature of the 
child’s disability. 

(i) A meeting must be held at a time 
convenient for the parents and staff to 
develop the IEP within 30 calendar 
days of a determination that the child 
needs special education and related 
services. Services must begin as soon 
as possible after the development of 
the IEP. 

(j) Grantees and their delegates must 
make vigorous efforts to involve par-
ents in the IEP process. The grantee 
must: 

(1) Notify parents in writing and, if 
necessary, also verbally or by other ap-
propriate means of the purpose, 
attendees, time and location of the IEP 
meeting far enough in advance so that 
there is opportunity for them to par-
ticipate; 

(2) Make every effort to assure that 
the parents understand the purpose and 
proceedings and that they are encour-
aged to provide information about 
their child and their desires for the 
child’s program; 

(3) Provide interpreters, if needed, 
and offer the parents a copy of the IEP 
in the parents’ language of under-
standing after it has been signed; 

(4) Hold the meeting without the par-
ents only if neither parent can attend, 
after repeated attempts to establish a 
date or facilitate their participation. 
In that case, document its efforts to se-
cure the parents’ participation, 
through records of phone calls, letters 
in the parents’ native language or vis-
its to parents’ homes or places of work, 
along with any responses or results; 
and arrange an opportunity to meet 
with the parents to review the results 
of the meeting and secure their input 
and signature. 

(k) Grantees must initiate the imple-
mentation of the IEP as soon as pos-
sible after the IEP meeting by modi-
fying the child’s program in accordance 
with the IEP and arranging for the pro-
vision of related services. If a child en-
ters Head Start with an IEP completed 
within two months prior to entry, serv-
ices must begin within the first two 
weeks of program attendance.

Subpart F—Nutrition Performance 
Standards

§ 1308.20 Nutrition services. 

(a) The disabilities coordinator must 
work with staff to ensure that provi-
sions to meet special needs are incor-
porated into the nutrition program. 

(b) Appropriate professionals, such as 
physical therapists, speech therapists, 
occupational therapists, nutritionists 
or dietitians must be consulted on 
ways to assist Head Start staff and par-
ents of children with severe disabilities 
with problems of chewing, swallowing 
and feeding themselves. 

(c) The plan for services for children 
with disabilities must include activi-
ties to help children with disabilities 
participate in meal and snack times 
with classmates. 

(d) The plan for services for children 
with disabilities must address preven-
tion of disabilities with a nutrition 
basis.
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